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Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd’s murders are yet another reminder of the 
continued injustice that African-Americans are facing in our country since its inception.  Systems 
have been put in place to allow these injustices to go unchecked. We, as a nation, must take full 
responsibility for its actions and inactions.  For far too long racism has existed in institutional 
systems, criminal justice systems and our government.  It has also dwelled in our own thoughts, 
hearts, conversations, homes, cliques and our churches.  And yes, even in our own church. 
How will the world change if we, the church, do not?  It is going to require that we all take a look 
at what’s inside, checking our own hearts. 
  
How can we as the body of Christ be part of this process?  We can open our hearts to receive 
from the Lord and allow Him to work and do surgery on it.  Allow Him to remove thoughts, 
preconceived notions and biases from it.  We need to acknowledge and accept the struggle and 
pain that the Black community has been enduring for hundreds of years in this country.   The 
word says to be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to anger (James 1:19).  We need to take 
a position of humility and resist the urge to be right.  It is as simple as the words of Micah 6:8: 
“Do justice. Love mercy.  And walk humbly before God.” 
  
We are called to be Christ-like, to emulate Christ to the world and each other. We will start here 
in our own church.  We are called to love and encourage one another (Heb. 10:24).  The black 
community is suffering and grieving right now.   Do we care?  Do we want to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with them, united as one body?  Or is it easier to turn our backs, shutting our eyes and 
ears?  No, we will not turn our back on racism in our church!  When one part of the body suffers, 
the whole body suffers!  The body cannot fully function without all its parts working (1 Cor. 
12:24-26).  
 
This is a critical time for our church.  It is a time of action.  A time of prayer.  A time of fasting. A 
time of listening.  A time to have hard but honest conversations.  Will you join us?  It is never too 
late to do the good work of the Lord!  We are working on plans right now to help our church be 
better in the areas of racism, bigotry and prejudice.  Racism has laid itself as a false foundation 
in this country.  Systems, institutions, infrastructures and buildings have been built on this four 
hundred year old foundation. The Rev. Dr. Tony Evans calls it America’s original sin.  We must 
systematically and strategically dismantle and break down this foundation, producing fresh soil 
to build on.  As this tireless work continues, let us be empowered by the Holy Spirit to carry on 
and lay down new ground, new seed, and a new foundation for the generations to come. 
  
Mission Ebenezer, we must stand together with the black community, united in prayer, worship, 
the word and most importantly in action.  We will use these four cornerstones to make an impact 
and make a change in our church, community and the world.  Are you all in? 
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